Progress on DEIS and MIS

In 2{K)2, the Morth Shore Transit Improvemenis project
evolved w include two parallel processes: a Major
Investment Study (MIS) and a Draft Environmental
Impact Statement (DEIS). The MIS evaluates the
transil needs and potential solutions for 32 communitics
in the study area with a particular focus on the area from
Salem north. The DEIS specifically evaluates potential
cnvironmental, social and phvsical impacts of transponia
tion allernatives only Tor the “corridor” between Revere
and Salem.

In late summer 2002, the MBTA lnalized the scope
tor the DELS and began analyzing its five alicmatives
(=cc accompanying article on this page lor more informa
ticn}. The MBTA has also worked with 112 Steering
Commitice on this study to fully develop the list of proj-
ccts for the MIS (see pages 2-3 for more information on
the MIS Universe of Projectsh, These proposcd items
will be examined in addition lo those aliernatives being
studied in the DEIS. The purpose of the MIS is to priori-
tize capital improvements on the Morth Shore, while also
possibly identifving projects that require further planning
and envircnmental review,

Morth Shore comenuters boarding the afterncon frains &t Morth Station

MIS - The Major Investment Study is assessing

the transit needs of 32 communities on the

Horth Shore and proposing and prioritizing poten-
tial solutions with an emphasis on the area from
Salem north.

DEIS = The Draft Envircnmental Impact Statement

is evaluating the potential environmental, social |

and physical impacts of transportation alternatives
. for the corriclor between Revere and Salem. J_',,"

DEIS Preparation

since e sei of DEIS allernatives was Nnalized in the
summeer ol 2, the MBTA and its consultants have
heen analvzing those options, The five allermatives
included in the DEIS scope are: (1) No Action; (2)
Transportation Systems Management {TSM) alterna-
tives; (3) Blue Line extension to Lynn/Salem via the
Commuter Kail Eastern Route Main Line; (4) Blue
Line extension to Lynn/ Salem via the Marrow Gaoge
Right of Way; and (5) A connection between the
Commuter Rail and Blue Line near the Wonderland
Station in Bevere. (For lurther details about these
aliernatives, please consult the Fall 2002 Norih Shore
Transit Improvemenis newsleter.)

A report summarizing the DEIS scoping process was
published on Avugust 26, 2002, This scoping repord
imcludes the views of those participating in the scoping
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" DEIS Information Meeting ~.

An infarmational meeting will be held on
February 6, 2003 at 7 PM in the Revere City Hall
Auditorium ta discuss the DEIS preparation. For
mare details, please contact Stephen Woelfel,
MBTA, at 617-222-5237. Project team members
will be available at 6:30 PM to discuss the project
I"m“ an Open House, /
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Major Investment Study [MIS) Projects Defined

The Major Investment Study (MIS) 15 designed to determine the
nocds and prioritize possible transit investments that could be
made on the North Shore. The MIS could also suggest projects
that should be studied in greater detail,

During the past 20 months, the general public and the project’s
Steering Commities have proposed a number of projects. The
public suggestions came through a successful ndership survey
andd through several public meetings, Based on these comments
amd suggestions, the MBTA developed a list of projects for

analvsis and cvaluation
through the MIS process.
The Study Arca map
(right} highlights these
options. All options
included in the MIS are
undergoing analysis. The
proposed improvements
fall intes Four calegories:
Commuter Rail (CR;
Svatem-Wide; Bus and
Yailcr.

The list of projects
associated with the MIS
is dn oddition W those
propects being studied as
part of the DEIS for the
service corridor between
Revere and Salem. The
public will have an oppor-
tunity to comment on MIS
projects in a series of
informational meetings.

Some proposed ilems
represent operational
changes while others
include new facilites and
related capital investments.
Adler the various lems are
cvaluated, the "peckaging™
of the various elements
into projects or programs
will be examined, The
Steening Commitice will
use these evaluations o
help prioritize projects for
the region.

The table on page 3
provides a descriplion of
the projects that will be
analyzed as part of the
MLS.
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An information meeting will be held on
March 12, 2003 at 7 PM at the Peabody
Institute Library at Danvers, 15 Sylvan Street,
Danvers, to discuss the MIS. For more details,
please contact Stephen Woelfel, MBTA, at
617-222-5237. Project team members will be
available at 6:30 PM to discuss the project at
.\fn DOpen House.
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MIS Candidate Projects
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MIS Universe of Projects
Type of Service Location Project Description

Commuter Rail {CR)

~ WestGloucester  Station improvements  Tobedefied

Salemn Station Improvements Parking/Amenities

Gloucester Station Improvements Parking/ameanities

south Sakem New Station Construct in vicinity of Salern State College

Beverly-Boston

DhUShuttle Service Implement a shuttle type of service, using a
single or two-car diesel multiple unit (DMU)
type of vehicle between Morth Statian
and Beverly

=
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Mewburyport and Double/Passing Track Provide a second track on Mewburyport and
Rockport CR branches  Installation Rockport branches where only a single track is
presently available

Mewburyport and Highway Grade Crossing Improve signalization and geometry at
Rockport CR branches Improvements/Eliminations  highway grade crossings as identified by
consultation with municipalities

Mewburyport and Station Upgrades Includes upgrading ta full-length high level

Rockport CR branches platforms at stations not equipped, subject 1
the accomodation of any site constraints and

track alignment

I

Express Routes Increase frequencies and expand Park and
Ride lot capacity

Wa

ter
Salern - Boston Ferry Evaluate potential of seascnal and year-round
SEmvices to Boston
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DEIS Preparathon / corinmed from puge |

process and the resuliing summary of the issues Lo be
analyzed in the DEIS. The report is available al the
following locations:
«  On-line at:
www.mbia.com/projects_underway/nsti.asp
«  In the reference departments of the 32 public
libraries in the MIS study area and the
State Transportation Library
{10 Park Plaza, 2nd Floor Boston, MA, 02116;
Telephone: 617-973-80001)

The current focus of the DEIS is to document the
existing conditions within the project study corndor.
This includes collecting existing background data on
numerous impact categories such as: land use, socioeco-
nomics, historic, wetlands, waffic, noise, and air quality.
A topographic survey is also underway that will be used
as the foundation for conceptual design of the project
alternatives. The MBTA will use the haseline informa-
tion being collected to identify potential physical, social
and environmental impacts lor each build alternative.
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Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority
Flanning Departmant

10 Park Plaza, Room 5750

Boston, MA 02116-2975
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